
Body and Blood

- by Jodie Boyle

Silently, I watch her
Hidden by the shadows
I look upon this sweet lady
My spirit soars, and I cannot help but smile
Kneeling beside a bed of red and white roses
She gazes at their beauty
As I admire hers
Honey coloured hair spills down her back
Alabaster skin reminds me of moonlight
Lips stained a rich, red wine
Eyes…those eyes!
I see them in my dreams
They hold me captive, be it sunrise or at dusk

Have I stared too long; sighed loudly?
Does she hear my heart calling?
I do not know
Only that she senses my presence
Her face wreathed in smiles
We reach each other at the same moment
I have to embrace her; know she needs to be held
Let the day never come when she is parted from my arms!

My love is tired, troubled
The weight of the world rests on her slender shoulders
Worry not, all will be well
A moment of pain…she is hurt!
Finger trembling, she watches as a crimson bloom appears
I must make it better
Instinctively, my lips touch her delicate skin
Softly, slowly, I suck the salty, metallic drops
Feel them trickle down my throat
An image appears…a hand fasting
Spirit, body and blood, joined together for always
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The image vanishes
What have I done?
As if burned by glowing embers, I release her hand
Look away in shame
Please, forgive me…
A touch on my chin, she turns it and captures my eyes with her own
What I see startles me
Instead of horror or revulsion
There is only love
Desire…passion…for me?
How can this be?
Yet, here she gazes at me, in ways that I have always longed to look at her
I keep these romantic notions to myself
She must never know how my body sings for her
The times I long to take her in my arms, and not let go
Must not tell her how close in my heart she lives
That a part of me dies each time we speak the word “goodbye”

All these thoughts pass by in a moment
No words are spoken
She wants to kiss me
Sweet angels in Heaven, I want to return her gift
Leaning towards me
I cannot breathe…
A knock on the door
No!
Jumping back into the shadows
My heart hammering
I gather my thoughts; breathe deeply
What just happened?
What did we do?
Oh…
Where shall this lead us?

END
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